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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

CAPTAIN FREMONT'S SECOND EXPLORING
EXPEDITION.

We have derived much satisfaction and informa¬
tion from an attentive perusal of the narrative of
the second expedition of this enterprising and ta¬
lented young officer. Our opinion respecting Cap¬
tain Fremont's peculiar fitness for the position he
was placed in has been already expressed. The
manner in which he conducted this second expedi¬
tion, amidst scenes of difficulty and danger lar ex¬

ceeding those which attended the former one; tin
highly satisfactory way in which he has discharged
all the duties and accomplished all the purposes
contemplated; and the successful issue to his peril¬
ous undertaking achieved by his courage, his skill,
his sound judgment, and, we will add, Ins humani¬
ty, his correct'sense of moral obligation and love of
right, entitle him to the highest praise.

Captain Fremont departed on his second expe¬
dition from the little town of Kansas, on the Mis¬
souri frontier, on the 29th ol May, 1813. His
party consisted principally of Creole and Canadian
French, and Americans.amounting in all to thirty-
nine men ; among whom were several of those who
had accompanied him ou his former tour. Mr.
Thomas Fitzpatrick was selected as the guide, and
Mr. Charles Preuas was associated with the expe¬
dition in the same capacity as before. The part)
were armed generally with Hall's carbines, and
wt>re furnished with a brass twelve-pound howit
zer. The camp equipage and provisions were

transported in twelve carts, each drawn by two
mules, and a light covered wagon, mounted on

springs, conveyed the instruments.
"To make the exploration an useful as possible, I deter

mined," say* Captain Fkekojit, "in conformity with m\

general instructions, to vary the route to the Rocky Moun¬
tains from that followed in the year 1842. The route then
wan op the valley of the Ureat Platte river to the South Fans,
in north latitude 42° ; the route now determined on was up
the valley of the Kansas river, and to the head of the Atkan
mu, and to aome pass in the mountains, if any could be found,
at the sources of that river.
" By making this deviaUon from the former route, the prob¬

lem of a new road to Oregon and California, in a climatt
more genial, might be solved, and a better knowledge obtained
of til important river and the country it drained, while the
great object of the expedition would find its point of com

mencement at the termination of the former, which was at
that great gate in the ridge of the Rocky Mountains called the
South Pass, ami on the lofty peak oi' the mountain which
overlooks it, deemed the highest peak in the ridge, and from
the opposite sides of which four great rivers take their rise,
and flow to the Pacific or the Mississippi."
The route appears to have been for many days

through a pleasant aud level prairie country, inter¬
sected with numerous streams, in general well tim¬
bered on their margin with ash, elm, cotton-wood,
and very large oak. This agreeable state of things
did not, however, long continue; for, the narrative
says:
" Shortly after leaving our encampment on the 26th June,

we found suddenly that the nature of the country had entirely
changed. Bare sand hills every where surrounded us in the
undulating ground along which we were moving, and the
plants peculiar to a sandy soil made their appearance in abun¬
dance."
The fourth of July was spent at St. Vrain's fort,

in latitude 40 (leg. 16 min. 52 sec. north, and lon¬
gitude west 105 deg. 12 min, 23 sec.

The party were in the neighborhood ol Pike's
peak on the 11th of July. We are told respecting
the country through which they were now travel¬
ling, that.
" With occasional exceptions, comparatively so very small

as not to require mention, these praines are every where cov¬
ered with a clone and vigorous growth of a great variety ot
grasses, among which the most abundant is the buflalo grass
(tealeriu dactyloide*.) Between the Platte and Arkansas riv¬
ers, that part of this region which forms the basin drained by
the waters of the Kansas, with which our operations made u*
more particularly acquainted, is I wised upon a formation of cal-
careous rocks. The soil of all this country is excellent, ad
mirably adapted to agricultural purposes, and would support h

large agricultural and pastoral population. A glance at the
map accompanying this report, along our several lines of tra¬
vel, will show you that this plain is watered by many stream*.
Throughout the western half of the plain theae are shallow,
with sandy beds, becoming deeper as they reach the richer
lands approaching the Missouri river< they generally have
l>ottom lauds, bordered by bluff* varying from fifly to five
hundred feet in height. In all this region the timber is en¬

tirely confined to the streams. In the eastern half, where the
soil is a deep, rich, vegetable mould, retentive of rain and
moisture, it is of vigorous growth and of many different kinds;
and throughout the western half its consists enUreiy of various
species of cotton-wood, which deserves to be called the tree of
the desert.growing in sandy soils where no other tree will
grow pointing out the existence of water, and furnishing to
the traveller fuel, and food for his animals."

On the 17th July Captain Fremont visited the
celebrated Springs, from which tlie Boiling Springs'
River takes its name, and gives the following graphic
sketch of their locality :
" Leaving the camp to follow slowly, I rode ahead in the

afternoon in search of the spring*. In the mean time, the
clouds, which had been gathered all tlie afternoon over the
mountains, twgau to roll down their sides ; and a storm so vio¬
lent burst upon roe, that it appeared I had entered the store
house of the thunder storms. I continued, however, to rid.-
along up the river until about sunset, and was beginning to
lie doubtful of finding the springs before the next day, when 1
came suddenly upon a large smooth rock, about twenty yards
in diameter, where the water from several springs was bubbling
and boiling yp in the mulst of a white incrustation with which
it had covered a portion of the rock. As this did not correspondwith a description given me by the hunters I did not stop to taste
the wateT; but, dismounting, walked a little way up the river,
and, passuig through a narrow thicket of shrubbery bordering
the stream, stepped directly upon a huge white rock, at the
lia >t of which the river, already become a torrent, foamed along,
broken by a small fall. A deer which had l>een drinking at
the spring was sUrtled by my approach, and, springing across
the nver, bounded off up the mountain. In tlie upper part of
the rock, which hail apparenUy been formed by deposition,
was a Iteautiful white basin, overhung by currant bushes, in
which the cold clear water bubbled up, kept in constant mo¬
tion by the escaping gas, and overflowing the rock, which it
had almost entirely coveted with a i-mooth crust of glistening
white. I bad all day refrained from drinking, reserving my¬self for the spring ; and as I could not well be more wet than
the raui had already made ine, I lay down by the side of the
basin, and drank heartily of the delightful water. The an¬
nexed sketch is only a rude one, but it will enable you to form
woroe idea of the character of the scenery and the beaut? of
this spot, immediately at the foot of lofty mountains, beauti¬
fully timbered, which sweep clov.ly round, shutting up the
ItUlc valley in a kind of cove. As it was beginning to grow 1
dark, I rode quickly down the river, on which I found the
< ainp a Ww miles below.

1 he morning of the lWth was beautiful snd clear, and,*" people lieing anxious to drink of theae famous water*,
we encamped immediately at the springs, and spent there a
very pleasant day.^ On the opposite side of the river is ano¬ther locality of springs, which are entirely of the same naturehe water has a very agreeable taste, which Mr. Preuss found
very much to resemble that of the famous Neltrr springs in thegrand duchy of Nassau."

July 2(1..TV narrsUve ststcs " We continued our nnrch
up the stream, along a gTeen sloping Isrttoro, between pinehills on the one hand, and the main Hlark hills on the oiher,towards the ridge which separates the waters of the PlaUofrom those ofthe Arkansas A* we approached the dividingn<tga, the i^iola valley was radiant with Aowers ; blue, yel¬low# PW», "Wtet "cartel, and purple, vied with each other insplendor. Esparcetie was one of the highly characteristicplant*, snd a bright-looking flower (^Martin aritlata) was
very frequent t but the most abundant plant along our roadto-day was gerantum marulntum, which is the characteristicplant on this portion of the dividing grounds. Crosaing to thewaters of the Platte, fields of blue flm added |0 the magnifi¬cence of this mountain garden ; this was ooca*totfelly four feetin height, which was a luxuriance of growth that I rarely sawthis almost universal plant attain throughout the jotirnev."

The party were on tlie 2d of August on a fork ofthe Laramie river, in latitude 41 deg. 45 min. 59 sec.and longitude 106 deg. 47 min. 25 sec.
"At this place f says Capt. F.) I became first acquaintedwith the yampah, (antihum grmrolen*,) which I found our

Snake woman engaged in digging in the low timbered bottom
of thecrvak. Among the Indiana along the Rocky Mountains,and morepartK-ularlv among tlie Shoaboriee, or Snake Indians,in whose territory it is very abundant, this is considered the
beat among the roots used for food. To us, it was an inter¬
esting plant.a little link between the savage and civilized life.
Here, among the Indians, its root is s common article of food,
which they take pleasure in offering to strangers; while with

It* in a considerable portionof Au»n«*
are u«ed to flavor *oup. U grows uwr*, *nd
greater luxuriance, ou 01 w> of the neighlwriiig tributaries of
the Colorado than in any other part ol thu
that htr.- .Ml to which the Snake* are accustomed to resort

every year 'to procure a -apply of their favorite plant, they
have bestowed the name of «*». Among the trep-
pers it is generally known a* 1-ittie Snake river.

..In the attornoo.. we took our way directly across the spms
from the point of the mountain, where we had ^veralndge.,I to cro*. and although the road was not rendered had by the
nature of the ground, it was made extremely rough by the
stiff tough bushes of artrmUia tndentula, in this counUy
coiuinonlv called aage.
" Thw shrub now began to make its appearance in compact

fields ; and we were about to quit for a long time thia country
of excellent pasturage and brilliant flowers. Ton or twelve
buffalo bulls were seen during the afternoon i and we were

surprised by the appearance of a large red ox. We g*
around liim a* if he had been an old acquaintance, with all
our domestic feeling* as much awakened as if we had come in

sight of an old farm house. He had prol»bly made buescap.
from some party of emigrants on Green river; and, withia
vivid remembrance of some old greeu field, e was p
the Htiaighte«l course for the frontier lliat the country
We carried him along with us a pnze and when it
found in the morning that he had wandered oft, 1 " V.^L,him be pursued, for 1 would rather liave gone through *

tiine of three entire days, than let him be killed ater he had suc¬

cessfully run the gauntlet so far among the Indians. haLn Jld by Mr. Bents people of an ox born and.^St. Vrain's fort, which made his escape Irom them at Eta
grove, near the frontier, having come in that yeai' wii,

wagons. They were on their way out, and saw okxahoi

places where he had eaten and lain down to rest; but did notlee. him for about 700 miles, when they overtook him on

road, travelling along to the fort, having unaccountably
caped Indians and every other mischance.

On the north fork of the Platte:
.. In the precipitous blutts were displayed a MCCeajMI ®fatrata containing fossil vegetable remains, and several beds of£2 In some of the l>eds the coal did not appear to I* per¬tly mineralized ; snd in some of the seams it was compact

and remarkably lustrous. In these latter places there were
also thin layers of a very fine white salU, in powder.
" On the 13th of August the expedition took its way along

the upland, towards the dividing ridge which separates the
Atlantic from the Pacific waters, and crossed it by a road some
miles further south than the one we had followed on our re¬
turn in 1842- We crossed very near the table mountain, at
the southern extremity of the South Pass, which w near

.wenty miles in width, and already traversed by several
different roads. Selecting as well as I could, in the scarcely
distinguishable ascent, what might be considered the dividing
ridge in this remarkable depression in the mountain, 1 took a
barometrical observation, which gave 7,490 feet for the eleva¬
tion above the Gulf of Mexico. You will rememl>er that in
mv report of 1842 I estimated the elevafcp of this pass at
about 7,000 feet; a correct observation with a good barometer
enables me to give it now with more precision. Ita importance,
as the great gate through which commerce and travelling may
hereafter pass between the valley of the Mississippi and the
north Pacific, justifies a precise notice of its locality and dis¬
tance from leading points, in addition to this statement of its
elevation. As stated in the report of 1842, ita latitude at die
point where we eroded is 42° 24' 32"; ita longitude 109 26
00"; its distance from the mouth of the Kansas, by the com¬
mon travelling route, 962 miles; from the mouth of the Great
Platte, along the valley of that river, according to our survey
of 1842, 882 miles; and its distance from 8t. Louis about
400 miles more by the Kansas, and about 700 by the Great
Platte route ; these additions being steamboat conveyance in
both instances. From this pass to the mouth of the Oregon is
about 1,400 miles by the common travelling route; so that,
under a general point of view, it may be assumed to be about
half way between the Mississippi and the Pacific ocean, on the
common travelling route. Following a hollow of slight and
easy descent, in which was very soon formed a little tributary
to the Gulf ol California, (for the waters which flow west from
the South Pass go to this gulf,) we made our usual halt four
miles from the pass, in latitude by observation 42° 19' 63 .

Entering here the valley of Green river.the greet Colorado
of the West.and inclining very much to the southward along
the streams which form the Handy river, the road led for
several days over dry and level uninteresting plains; to which
a low, scrubby growth of artemisa gave a uniform dull grayish
color; and on the evening of the 15th we encamped in the
Mexican territory, on the left bank of Green river, 69 miles
from the South Pass, in longitude 110° 05' 05", and latitude
41° 53' 54", distant 1,031 miles from the mouth of the
Kansas. This is the emigrant road to Oregon, which bears
much to the southward, to avoid the mountains about the
western heads of Green river.the Rw Verde of the Spaniards.
The proximity of Capt. Fremont to the "Great!

Salt Lake," on August 21, suggested the following |observations:
.. We were now entering a region which for us possessed

*trange and extraordinary interest. We weie upou the waters
of the famous lake which forms a salient point among the re-
mtrkablt geographical features of the country, and around
which the vague and superstitious accounts of the trappershad thrown a delightful obscurity, which we anticipated pleas¬
ure in dixpelling, but which, in the mean time, left a crowded
field for the exercise of our imagination.
" In our occasional conversation* with the few old hunter*

who had visited that region, it had been a subject of frequent
speculation; and the wonders which they related were not the
less agreeably because they were highly exaggerated and im¬

possible.
"Hitherto this lake had been seen only by trappers who were

wandering through the country in search of new beaver
streams, caring very little for geography; its islands had never
been visited; and none were to be found who had entirely
made the circuit of ita ahores; and no instrumental observa¬
tions or geographical survey, of any description, had ever been
made any where in the neighboring region. It was generally
supf>o*ed that it had no visible outlet; but among the trappers,
including those in my own camp, were many who believed
that somewhere on itssurfsce was a terrible whirlpool, through
which its waters found their way to the ocean by some subter-
ranean communication. All these things had made a frequent
subject of discussion in our desultory conversations around the
fires at night; and my own mind bail become tolerably we I
filled with their indefinite pictures, and insensibly colored
with their romantic descriptions, which, in the pleasure of ex¬

citement, I was well disposed to believe, and half expected to
realize."

Here, too, we meet with the following interest¬
ing passages :

¦' We continued our road down the river, and at night en¬
camped with a family of emigrants.two men, women, and
several children.who appeared to be bringing up the rear of
the great caravan. I was struck with the fine appearance of
their cattle, some six or eight yoke of oxen, which really look¬
ed as well as if they had been all the summer at work on some
good farm. It was strange to see one suiall family travelling
along through such a country, ao remote from civilization.
Home nine years since, such a security might have been a fa
tal one ; but since their disastrous defeats in the country a
little north, the Blackfeet have ceased to visit the*- waters.
Indians, however, are very uncertain in their localities ; and
the friendly feelings, also, of those now inhabiting it may be
changed."

.'Crossing, in the afternoon, the point Of a narrow spur,
we descended into a lieautiful bottom, formed by a lateral val¬
ley, which presented a picture of home beauty that went di¬
rectly to our hearts. The edge of the wooil, for several miles
along the river, was dotted with the white cover* of emigrant
wagons, collected in fcioupa at different camps, where the
smokes were rising lazily from the fires, around which the wo¬
men were occupied in preparing the evening meal, and the
children playing in the grass i and herds of cattle, grazing
.bout in the bottom, bad an air of quiet security and civilized
comfort that uiade a rare sight for tlie traveller in such a re¬
mote wilderness.
"Incommon with all the emigration, they had been repos¬

ing for several days in this delightful valley, in order to re-
cruit their animals on ita luxuriant pasturage after their long
journey, and jwepare them for the hard tuvel along the com¬
paratively steril banks of the Upper Columbia."
"On the 384 we had approached witWn something more

than a mile of a Shoehonee village, when suddenly a single
horsemm emerged from it at full speed, followed by another,
and another, in r*|»id succession; ami then party after party
poured into the plain, until, when the foremo«t rider reached us,
sll the whole intervening ph»m was occupied by a mass ofhorse
men, which came charging down upon us with guns and naked
swords, lances, and l>ows and arrows.Indians entirely naked,
awl warriors fully dressed for war, with the long red streamers
of their war l»nneta reaching newly to the ground.ell min
gled together in the bravery of sivmge warfare. They had
been thrown into a «ndden tnmult hy the appearance of our
flag, which, among these jwople, is regarded as an emblem of
hostility ; it being usually borne by the Stoax and the neigh¬
boring mountain Indians when they come here to war ; and
we had accordingly l>een mistaken for a holy of the'r enemies
V few words from the chief quieted the excitement and the
*hole tsuid, increasing every moment in number, eacorted us
to their encampment, where the chief pointed out a plsce for
hi to encamp, ne»r his own lodge, and made known our pur
pose in viniting the village. In a very short time we purchas¬ed eight hordes, for which we gave ill exchange blankets, red
and blue cloth, Ix-sdn, ktii**«, and tobacco, and the usual other
articles of Indian trsflic. We obtained from them also a con-1 «iderahle quantity of herrie# of different kind*, among which
service (terries were the most abundant; and several kinds of
r<*>u mv! seeds, which we could eat with pleasure, as anykind of vegetable f<m I wax grafifyin? to ii» I ate here, forthe firn( 11ine, the knftynh, or tiihnrrn nut, (valfrian/1 rriult*,)the princi|>al edible root among the Indians wh" inhabit the

[upper water* of the «tream* on the western side of the mountains. It has a very strong and remarkably peculiar tarte and

odor, which I «>> compare to no olher vegetabU th»tj »«arquainted w.lb, and which to -on* I"'-*"* »Ivc. It wai chaiactorixod by Mr. Preuss a. the most hornd
food be had ever put in hi* niouth ; and when, ui the eveii-

iiiK one of the chiefa neut hi* wife to me with a portion wind
aho had prepared an a delicacy to regale us, the odor imme¬

diately drove him out of the lodge ; anJ'
he used to bee that wheu tboae who liked it liad taken whatOiev^ml il "light be sent away. To other., however,
the taste is i.ther an agreeable one, and I was afterward. «

wavb iflad when it formed an addition to our acuity meaU. It
i. full of nutriment» and in its uuprepared state w «"«J.by J*Indiana to have very strong poisonous qualities, of which ills

deprived by a peculiar process, being baked in the ground tor

We made our encampment in a grove of
cedar immediately at the Beer Spring*, which, on account ot
the eflfcrveacing ga* and acid taste, have received their naoie
from the voyageur. and trappers of the country, who, in the
midst of their rude and hard liven, are fond of finding wme
fancied resemblance to the luxuries they rarely have the for-

tU"' Although somewhat disappointed in the executions
which various description, had led ine tofonn Of unusual beau-
tv of situation and scenery, I found it altogether a place of very/reat interest; and a traveller for the tin* time in a volcanic
region remains in a conatant excitement, and at every step is
arrested by something remarkable and new. There is a con¬
fusion of interesting objects gathered together in a small space.
Around the place of encampment the Beer Springs were nu¬
merous ; but, a. far as we could ascertain, were entirely con¬
fined to that locality in the bottom. In the bed of N» nver
in front, for a space of several hundred yards, they were very
abundant; the effervescing gas rising up and agitating the
water in couutless bubbling columns. In the vicinity round
about were numeroua springs of an entirely different and equal¬
ly marked mineral character. In a rather picturesque spot,
about 1,300 yards below our encampment, and immediately
on the river bank, is the most remarkable spring of the place.
In an opening on the rock, a white column of scattered water
is thrown up, in form like a jet-d'eau, to a variable height o
about three feet, and, though it i» maintained in a constant
supply, its greatest height ia attained only at regular intervals,
according to the action of the force below. It is accompaiued
by a subterranean noire, which, together with the mouon of
the water, makes very much the impression of a steamboat in
motion ; and, without knowing that it had been already pre-
viou.lv ao called, we gave to it the name of the &ea>*boat
Sarine The rock through which it is forced is slightly rais¬
ed in a Convex manner, and gathered at the opening into an
uni-mouthed form, and is evidently formed by continued de¬
position from the water, and colored bnght red by oxide of
iron. It is a hot spring, and the water has a pungent and
disagreeable metallic taste, leaving a burning effect on the
tongue. Within perhaps two yards of the jet-feat* w a small
hole of about an inch in diameter, through which, at regu.ar
intervals, escapes a blast of hot air with a light wjftath of
.moke, accompanied liy a regular noise. This bole had been
noticed by Doctor Wialitenus, a gentleman who several year*
since passed by this place, and who remarked, with very nice

observation, that smelling the gas which issued from the orifice
produced a sensation of giddiness and nausea. Mr. Frews
and myself repeated the observation, and were so well satis¬
fied with its correctness that we did not finditpleaaantto
continue the experiment, as the sensation of giddiness which
it produced was certainly strong and decided. A huge emi¬
grant wagon, with a Urge and diversified family, had over¬
taken us and halted to noon at our encampment; and, white
we were sitting at the spring, a baud of boys and girts, with
two or three young men, came up, one of whom 1 asked to
.loop down and smell the gas, desirous to «urfy myself fur¬
ther of its effects. But his natural caution had been awaken¬
ed by the singular and suspicious features of the place, anil Be
declined my proposal decidedly, and with a few indistinct re¬
marks about the devil, whom be seemed to consider the
loci The ceaseless motion and the play of the fountain, the
red rock, and the green trees near, make this a picturesque
.P01"

cAuiru't 29..We find the fallowing first men-
lion of the most degraded tribe of Indians yet dis¬
covered on our continent.the root-diggers :

.i we had now entered a country inhabited by these peo¬
ple , and as in the course of our voyage we shall
meet with them in various stages of existence, it wiU be well
to inform you that scattered over the great region west of the
Rocky Mountains and south of the Great Snake nver, are nu¬
merous Indians whose subsistence is almost solely darned from
roots and seeds, and such small animals as chance and great good
fortune sometimes bring within their reach. They are miserably
poor, armed only with bows and arrows, or dubs ; and as the
country they inhabit is almost destitute of game, they have no
means of obtaining better arms. In the northern part of the
region just mentioned, they live generally in solitary families;
and farther to the south, they are gathered together in villages.
Those who live together in villages, strengthened by associa¬

tion, are in exclusive possession of the more genial and ncher
parts of the country , while the others are driven to the ruder
mountains, and to the more inhospitable parts of the country .

But by simply observing, in accompanying us along our road,
you will become bettor acquainted with these people than we
could make vou in any other than a very long description, and
you will find them worthy of your interest.

««Roots, seeds, and grass, every vegetable that affords any
nourishment, and every living animal thing, insect or worm,
they eat. Nearly approaching to the tower animal creation,
their sole employment is to obtain food ; and they are con-

gtantly occupied in a struggle to support existence.

The rapid and wasteful destruction of the buffalo
in these western wildernesses h^s been often alluded
to and lamented by travellers, yet the subject is of
so much importance that we cannot omit Captain
Fremont's very sensible observations upon it On
August 30, in latitude 42 deg. 14 miir. 22 sec. and
longitude (about) 112.

««A number of Indians came to visit us, snd several men
were sent to the village with goods, tobacco, knives, cloth,
vermilion, and the usual trinkets, to exchange for provisions.
But they had no game of any kind } and it was difficult to
obtain any ioots from them, as they were miserably poor, arul
had but little to spare from their winter stock of provisions.
Several of the Indians drew aside their blankets, showing mr
their lean and bony figures; snd I would not any longer tempt
them with a display of our merchsndise to part with their
wretched subsistence, when they gave as a reason that it would
expose them to temporary starvstion. A great portion of the
region inhabited by this nation formerly abounded in game ;
the buffalo ranging about in herds, as we had found them cm
the eastern waters, and the plains dotted with scattered bands
of antelope ; but so rapidly have they disappeared within a
few years, that now, as we journeyed along, an occasional
buffalo skull and a few wild antelope were all that remained of
the abundance which had covered the country with animal life.

..The extraordinary rapidity with which the buffalo is dis
appearing from our territories will not appear surprising when
we remember the great scale on which their destruction is
yearly carried on. With inconsideral»le exceptions, the busi¬
ness of the American trading posts is carried on in their skins;
every year the Indian villages make new lodges, for which the
skin of the buffalo furnishes the material; and in that portion
of the country where tbey are still found, the Indians derive
their entire support from them, and slaughter them wiUi a
thoughtless and abominable extravagance. Like the Indiens
themselves, they have been a characteristic of the Great West;
and as, like them, they are visibly diminishing, it will tie in¬

teresting to throw a glance backward through the last twenty
year*, and give some account of their former distribution
through the country, and the limit of their western range.

..The information isdarread principally from Mr. Fitrpatnck,
supported by my own personal knowledge and acquaintance
with the country. Our knowledge does not go farther back
than the spring of 1834, at which time the bufWo were spread
in immense numbers orer the Green river and Bear river val¬
leys, and through all the country lying between the Colorado.^or Green river of the gulf of California, and I^iwis s fork of
the Columbia river; the meridian of Fort Hall then fomiin*
the western limit of their range. The buffalo then remained
for many years in that country, and frequently moved down
the valley of the Columbia, on both sides of the river, as far as
the rUhinir falh. Below this point they never descended in
any numbers. About the y*sr 1«34 or 1886 they began£diminish very rapidly, and continued to decrease until lfiWH
or 1840, when, with the country we have ju* deaenbed, thyentirely atmndonod all the waters of the Pacific north of I*wis s

fork of the Columbia. At that time, the Flathead Indian*
were in the halrit of finding their liuffalo on the heads of Sal¬
mon rivrr, snd other streams of the Columbia; but now they
never meet with them farther west than the three fork* of the
Missouri or the plains of the Yellowstone riwr.

'. In the course of our journey it will be remarked that the
buffalo have npt so entirely abandoned the waters of the Paci¬
fic, in the Rocky-mountain region south of the Sweet W"tar,
as in the country north of the Great Pass. This partial dis-
Uilmtion can only be accounted for in the great pastoral !>eautyof that country, which l>ear* marks of having long lieen one
of their favorite haunts, and by the fact that the while hunters
have more frequented the northern than the sourthern regionit being north of the South Pass that the hunters, trappers,and tni'lers, have had their rendezvous for many years past;and from that section also the greater portion of the beaver and
rich furs were taken, although alwaya the most dangerous as
well as the most profitable hunting ground.

«. In that region lying between the Gresn or Colorado nver
and the head waters of the Rio del Norte, over the YampaM,Kntryah, White, and Cirand rivers.all of which are the
^watere of the Colorado.the buffalo never extended so far
to the westward as they did on the waters of the Columbia ;and only in one or two Instances have they been known to
descend ss fsr west aa the mouth of the White river. In trn
veiling through the country west of the Rocky Mountains, ob¬
servation readily led me to the impression that the buffalo had,for the first time, crossed thst range to the waters of the Paci¬
fic only a few years prior to the period we are considering;

°Pimo° * «" sustained by Mr. Fitzpatnck, and the

u i m^'T* n that country. In the region went of the

zr^rtr- v rw,rr ?»*^ *»y <* t ve*

era water*, 'sr/fcIT "'i th* cou,,l7 'y'D« uP°n their ?a*t-

huiulr.<l« f i U"i * £rtut tyfhiuat/ti, continuous for

feel in tl«V',H;hea and sometimes several

!>ne r v«,T ' **» buffid° h've «"** «o-».ng from

The Hnake l"l° °' traversing the mountain range*.

J particularly theme low down upo«.
Ty K^1'"1 10 Amerkan

;,r ?» u ,.®!re klnd»«<* (asthey frequently expressed

the
th<"n' in driVi,,K lhe burtk,°"^ down

^SmESwu" .*lTU,aWl? °f the buff*»o on the east

Son » I
.nd "^extraordinary diminu-

ment At ^ evident *"» *. follow,,,, sUte-

veller mhrtTJ ^ ***" 1884 «d ,8ae. « tra-
er ought start from any given point couth or north in the

thc dir,,ct r°u,e ^

would lif i
' 110

,
n® whole distance, |,u road

ZSZZTJT* g°,"f l'un*1". which «3j
^iLXrfd"l2srB h* "","1 "rao"' "i,hi" "«hi

. J'** l!"" l'""' the bu®»lo occupy but a very limited space
principally along the eastern base of the BmI» Mountains'
sometimes extending at their southern extremity to . CW

irriJe~U'M1,n|U'the PUinM ^'ween the Platte and Arkan-
lHe t"aHU'r'1 fr°,,Uer ofN- Mexico an

Mr i!,ntf0l!0W'nK *Utement' whkh 1 ow« 10 lhe kindness of

f Lk ^i ' " l>artiwr ,u the American Fur Oomiiany, will
further illustrate this subject, by extensive knowledglZdrt
fhe bSSoT yMr" t"Vel thr°Ugh the regi°° ",al**d >>>

.amount of robes annually traded by ourselvek

SmS?:^ ^ n"M,h ,h>,n 'oliowi,^
American Fur Company '70 nm
Hudson's Bay Company

""

All other companies, probably .'!.'!.!!! iiojooo
Making a total of TTTr

as an average annual return for the last eight or ten vear's
fro n i?e I^1n0rt^CTl ^ Hudi°"'«^ Company' pm^hase
^ " 7? but a very small number.their onlv market

,1 '^__'5l'a r'l i'-c cost transportation nearlv etiuals

SiE-r °^the a'"1 ii»o*y » t«STS5^-riod that they have received buffalo robes in trade and ol, of
the preat numljer of buflklo annually killed tbroujfhout the ex

7 s^stascfiTcsaatas; i
st«$jS?±h

,°r!ihe skins are uken fr°n«^ «¦"-
rualH killed, even wheii they are in good season, the labor of
preiwiing anil dressing the robes being very great, and it ia
.eldom that a lodge trades more than twenty skins in a year

tum, U,l"'.K,i summer months, and in the"early part of au-
tumi,, tl,al the greatest number of buffalo are killed, and y et at
this t,me a skin is never taken for the purpose of tritk '

'

data'Lwhich are certainly limited, and decid-
«% within bounds, the remler is left to draw his own infer¬
ence of the immenae number annually killed.
,

" In. ,1842 l.fo!,nd tbe Siou* Indians of the TrPPer Platte
dernontJa, as their French traders expressed it, with the fail

ZSUSr"1nth T., °ver t0 lhe noountaina at the heads

u^tif5 ,n-Si 0f,them- The r»Pid,y progressive foil-

e^L h^61' P"°fP*1 ,n<Jl,,lrnosl only means of subsist
ence has created great alarm among them, and at this time
there are onlytwo modes presented to them by which they
j!|!v ?J t

Pro,Pect f(Jr escaping starvaUon . one of these is te

^k8eto^Mnl" aung th,e fr,Mltier of^ i and the

8i^x .,lT f.k gUe between various tribes of the

ZElZCW AnP^°^ «-*.
he. C5°w n t,on» "i «^ler to take from them their

Th;?^'W,K hW "°W ® be"t bufSiio country in the West.

haMv U.
y h'Ve"ow. '".consideration, and it would p.o-

babjy be a war of extermination, as the Crows have Ion* been

Draouli1 TWto °f ny that^ "re perfectly
prepared. These are the best warriors in the Kockv Moun

nroSbL tbTrh^ *',ieiwith Ae Snake Indians ; snd it is

BUS?Ik 1. co1mbl,,aUon would extend itself to the

ItA Thf ! g J*®" en^ed m war against the Sioox.

^ 86cUon of country that my observation formerly
the ®»ta(>'»»>ment of a military post.

'

mni , , .^"rr courBe of our narrative will give fuller and

falo^n t? information of the present disposiUon of the buf¬
falo in the country we visited.
On September 0 tlie party obtained the first view

Salt IakeJeC anxious search, the Great

"The watew of the Inland 8es, stretching in still and soli-
tary grandeur far lieyond the limit of our vision. It was one

Lr v ofeTthi>l kUf^"<fxplor,,tion » »"d, as we looked ea¬

gerly over the lake in the first emotions of excited pleasure I

whe^tot'th 'k"0^ °f B',b0- fe,t ««

^^ th° th^ . for the firs,
ume the great.Western ocean. It was certainly a magnificent
object, and a noble terminus to this part of our exSdition .

sudden 1 "J0"8 8hUt "P ^"nU.n Snges, .
sudden view over the expanse of silent waters had in it some-
thing sublime. Heveral large islands raised their high rocky
headsoutof the waves, but whether or not they were tim¬
bered was still left to our imagination, as the distance was too

S^dST,BKL11,6 i?lhw5yon them were wood,"»«

,n. u l ¦
Dunr,K 1,1,5 day the rlouds had been pather-

«ng Wack over tbe mountains to the westward, and, while we

TwI* ^®f,0g'. n gUxm b««t down with sudden fury upon the
lake/and entirely hid the -lands from our view. £Kt
could ase, along the shores there was not a solitary tree an,I
but httle appearance of grass ; and on Weber's fork, a few

^into

The voyage on the lake and the preliminary an-

ticipalions are thus graphically described :

BasilTs'ien Mr' PKrerr Mn<1 mvw,f' Car-oo. Bernier, .nd

th^ r^ive^' for the »">at experlition-
L f ?" t,1U',nterior 5 a"d BH.Ieau, with

of the S6 TO,0red Were to «- s
we.ih q? f; wrr* fovorwl With most delightful
weather. I o-night there was a brilliant sunset of golden
orange and green, which left the western sky clear and Ikmu-
Ufolly puje , but clouds in the east made J l^'a^culu-

",M! ,u,nme' frogs were singing around us and the
evening was ve^y pleasant, with a temperature of 6^-TniIhi
of a more southern automn. For our supper we had unm-
pah, the most agreeably flavored of the roots, seasoned bv «

«-ll f..da«V. which h«I co,. to 35,%,.
morrow T' n'w .to "!8h^ we. '"-"y "peculations on what to^
f^7tha°t « K8 fnd in °°r bo'7 Conjectures we
fancied that we shonld find every one of the large islands a

Of ^ °^tr!M|"nd "hrubbOTy. t«.m.nR With game

whkh UyfKr K ,11,6 "I*1.* n*">a affordedJand
fSSL^vT I *Lwh',U' ""n or Indi" had never violated.

ol Sr\iftvUrUlg 1 y C,'0ud" ^ re^ on thc summits

rrea^Jtres. sITS"' WC belieret! ,hal «"d

^SSTorl!,?f!t!f water'Bnd indul^in
I~EK I

'oxunous repasts with which we were to
indemnify oureelves for past pnvaUnns. Neither, in our dis-

gotten ? W fT' ,nd olher m>'"teriousdangers for-

^ored lake "rh" uTi° ^'rie-attribute,! to this un¬
explored lake. The men had discovered that, instead of be
ing strongly sewed, (like that of the preceding year, which
had so triumphantly rode the cnor^TLVpp^ Great

latte,) our preMit boat was only pasted together in a very
insecure manner, the maker having lieen allowed so litde time
;n ,1* cn^ucon, ,h.t ,.w.^ to c.~,
iTn iTT?u m day" ThePurity of the boat was

sensibly felt by us ; and, mingled with the enthusiasm and ex-
citen^nl that we all felt at the prospectofan undertaking which
had never before been accomplished, was a certain impression
litngKTh rnl I!^ ' 8ertc>n,, ehmnctrT t0 our conver-

2 °L Zol'T* ?.^ had^ had of the lake

am.it thfZl !re"t'',tfnt *nd n,«K^ islands, dimly seen

we^will k" S of the sudden stonn,

^thwht h iTT he,*hten the ,dea of undefined danger
with which the lake was generally assisted ^1

perature of"4*1® *C"lm; C,®"r d"T» with ¦ *»nrise tem-

jf' 'n VWW °wr prsient enterprise, a pert of
rte equipment of the Ixmt had been made to cJmsi/t"n^
«ir-tight bags, about three feet long, and capable each of ..n

ZZV" ""°r Tb~ <".> *>"

kits WCTe nOW p,Mwl in th* with <w Man-
kcts and instruments, consisting of a "sextant, telescope «py-
gln«nt thrrinomeler, and bironfiftcr."

clear and calm , the ther-
tm>nM«er at sunrise at 49°. A« is usual with the trappers on

theirs hapt*ned"tliY''"*?' 7' ^ m»<'c dreams, an,I
tneirs happened to be a bad one-^one which always precede,!

tr:;ro^,hz""In earlJ ^H^ thr0"^L "or Wakfast in order to make

tare t£V "" th* d*y hefore us for our adven-
h channel in a short distance became so shallow that

zcSttr: i 'nm< i*in'

foSnl oL l^T- ^ ¦nd -onetimes none at all,
forming the low-water shore of the lake. All this place was

absolutely covered with flock, of screaming plover Well,"
the

C°mr.1

above the knee at every step. The water here was still fresh

^^h^rfffiJrl|diTee"WW pro,w,l',y ^rive«i
efMm mud. After proceeding in this way alsnit

L£hr.rbi"d' '** °»«°^ri
wWh toe n. hoK mH, iMRinun. mtoaX lo

Z .:,toe Ml Mtr of toe river.

with^ common salt. Pushing our little vessel scross the

sfl^T w" "P.* hoard, and at length were
afloat on the waters of the unknown sea

e did not steer for the mountainous islands, but direct-

ed our cooiae towards alower one, which it bad been decided
wo rrh'MiM tint vwii, Uie summit of which was formed like the
crater at the upper etui of Bear river valley. Ho long an we
could touch the bottom with our paddle* we were very gay i
but gradually, aa the, water deepened, we became inure still in
our frail batteau of guin cloth distended with air and with
panted beanw. Although the day waa very calnr there waa a

considerable -well on the lake ; and there were white patebes
of foam on the surface, which were alowly moving to the
aouthward, indicating the net of a current in that direction,.
and recalling the recollection of the whirlpool atoriea. 1 he
water continued to deepen aa we advanced, the lalui becom¬
ing almost tiapparently clear, of an extreiuely beautiful
bright Kteeu color ; and the spray, which waa thrown into the
boat and over our clothe*, waa directly converted into a cruat
of common salt, which covered also our bauds and arms.

«Captain,' aaid Caraou, who for some time had beau looking
suspiciously at some whitening appearances outside the near-
eat islands, ' what are those yonder ' won't you jual take a

look with the gisss >' We ceased paddling for a luomeut, and
found them to be the capa of the wavea that were beginning
to break under the force of a strong breeze that waa coming
up the lake. The form ol the boat seemed tp be an admira¬
ble one, and it rode on the waves like a water bird ; but at the
same time it-waa extremely slow in its progress, when we

were a little more than half way aaroas the reach two ol Uie
divirions between the cylinders gave way, and it required the
constant use of the bellows to keep iu a sufficient quantity of
«ir. For a long time we scarcely seemed to approach our

ialand, but gradually we worked across the rougher sea ol the
open channel into the smoother water under the lee ol the
ialand ; and began to diacover that what we took for a loug
row of pelicans ranged an the beach were only low cliffs
whitened with aalt by the spray of the wavea ; and about noon
we reached the shore, the transparency of the water enabling
ua to aee the bottom at a considerable depth.

.?It waa a handsome broad beach where we landed, behind
which the bill, into which the ialand was gathered, roaaeom*
what abruptly ; and a point of rock at one end enclosed it in
a sheltering way ; and, as there was au abuudance ol drift
wood along the shore, it ottered us a pleasant encampment.We did not suffer our fragile boat to touch the sharp rocks ;
but, getting overboard, discharged the baggage, and, lifting it
gently out of the water, cariied it to the upper part of the
beach, which was composed of very small fragments ol rock."
" Carrying with ua the barometer and other instruments,

in the afternoon we ascended to the highest point of the island.
a bare rocky peak, eight hundred feet above the lake. Stand¬
ing on the summit, we enjoyed an extended view of the lake,
enclosed in a basin of rugged mountains, which sometimes
left marshy fiats and extensive bottoms between them and the
shore, and in other places came directly down into the water
with bold and precipitous bluffs. Following with our glasAsthe irregular shores, we searched for some indications of a
communication with other bodies of water, or the entrance of
other rivers, but the distance was so great that wo could make
out nothing with certainly. To the southward, several penin¬
sular mountains, three or four thousand feet high, entered the
lake, appearing, so far as the distance and our position ena¬
bled us to determine, to be connected by flats and low ridges
with the mountains in the rear. Although these are probably
the islands usually indicated on maps of this region as entirely
detached from the shore, we have preferred to represent them,
in the small map on the preceding page, precisely as we were
enabled to sketch them on the ground, leaving their more com¬
plete delineation for a future survey. The sketch, of which
the scale is nearly sixteen miles to an inch, is introduced only
to show clearly the extent of our operations, which, it will be
remembered, were made when the waters were at their lowest
stage. At the season of high waters in the spring, H is pro¬
bable that all the marshes and low grounda are overflowed,
and the surface of the lake considerably greater. In several
places (which will be indicated to you in the sketch by the
absence of the Iwrdering mountains) the view was of unlimit¬
ed extent.here and there a rocky islet appearing above the
water at a &reat distance ; and beyond, every thing was vague
and undefined. As we looked over the vast expanse of wa¬
ter aprrad out beneath us, and strained our eyes along the si¬
lent shores over which hung so much doubt and uncertainty,and which were so full of interest to as, 1 could hardly reprow
the almost irresistible desire to continue our exploration ; but
the lengthening snow on the mountains was a plain indication
of the advancing season, and our frail linan boat appeared so
insecure that I was unwilling to trust our lives to the uncer¬
tainties of the lake. I therefore unwillingly resolved to termi¬
nate our survey here, and remain satisfied for the present with
what we had been able to add to the unknown geography ol
the region. We felt pleasure also in remembering that wc
were the firnt who, in the traditionary annals of the country,
had visited the islands, and broken, with the cheerful sound
of human voices, the long solitude ol the place. I* rom the
point where we were standing the ground fell off on every side
to the water, giving us a perfect view of the island, which is
twelve or thirteen miles in circumference, being simply a

rocky hill, on which there is neither water nor trees of anykind."
"At sunset, the temperature was 70°. We had arrived

just in time to obtain a meridian altitude of the sun, and other
obaeivations were sbtained this evening, which place our camp
in latitude 41° llV 42", and longitude 112° 21'05" from
Greenwich. From a discussion of the barometrical observations
made during our stay on the shores of the lake, we have adopt¬
ed 4,200 feet for its elevation above the Gulf of Mexico. In
the first disappointment we felt from the dissipation of our
dream ofthe fertile iolands, I called this DUfippoirituunt uland.
"Out of the drift wood, wo made ourselves pleasant little

lodges, oj>en to the water, and, after having kindled large fires
to excite the wonder of any straggling savage on the lake
shores, lay down for the first time in a long journay in perfect
security ; no one thinking about his anna. The evening was

extremely bright and pleasant; but the wind rose during the
night, and the waves liegan to break heavily on the shore,
making our island tremble. I had not expected in our inland
journey to hear, the rrarof an ocean surf, And the rtrangeneasof our situation, and the excitement we felt in the aaaociated
interest of the place, made this one of the most interesting
nighte I remember during our long expedition."
The following brief but significant observations

occur on the 13th atul 14th September, when the
expedition waa in latitude 41 deg. 42 min. 4.1 sec.,
and longitude 112 deg. 05 min. 12 sec.:

"The people to-day were rather low-spirited, hunger mak¬
ing them very quiet and peaceable; and there wu* rarely an
oath to be heard in the camp.not even a solitary enfant dt
garee. It was time for the men with an expected supply of
provisions from Fitzpatrick to be in the neighborhood ; and the
gun was fired at evening, to give them notice of our locality,Iait met with no response.

"September 14..The people this evening looked so for¬
lorn that I gave them permission to kill a fat young horse
which I had purchased with goods from the Snake Indiana,
and thsy were very soon restored to gayety and good humor.
Mr. Preusa ami myself could not yet overcome some remains of
civilised prejudices, and preferred to starve a little looger;
feeling as much saddened as if a crime had been comipitted.

Captain F**ont, when crossing the dividingridge which separates the waters of Bear river,
(which flows into the tireat Salt Lake,") and those of
the Snake river, or Lewis's fork of the Columbia,
says:
"The bottoms of tlys river, (Bear,) and of some of the

creeks which I saw, form a natural reeling and recruiting sta¬
tion for travellers, now, and in all time to come. The bot¬
toms are extensive; water excellent; timber sufficient; the
soil good, and well adapted to the grains ami grasses suited to
such an elevated region. A military poet and a civilized set¬
tlement would be of great value here \ and cattle and horses
would do well where grass and salt so much abound. The
lake will iurniah exhaustions supplies of salt. All the moun¬
tain sides here are covered with a valuable nutritious grass,
called bunch grass, (hwn the forte in which it grows, which
has a second growth in the fell. The beaste of the Indians
were fat upon it; our own found it a good subsistence ; and its
quantity will sustain any amount of cattle, and make 'his truly
a bucolic region."
The expedition reached Fort Hall, in lat. 43 deg.

01 min. 30 sec., and long. 112 deg. 29 min. 54 sec.
on the lOUt September, where they obtained a sup¬
ply of provbious, but experienced much Inconve¬
nience from the frost and snow of a very early win¬
ter. Respecting the propriety of establishing a mi¬
litary post in the neighborhood of Fort Hall, Capt.Frkhont says: I

" AMowing fifty miles for the road from the Beer spring*of Bear river to Fort Hall, its distance along the fravelled
road from the town of Westport, on the frontier of Missouri,
by way of Fort Laramie ami the great Houth Pass, is 1,823
miles. Beyond this place, on the line of mad along the bar¬
ren valley of the Upper Columbia, there does not occur, fit*
a distance of nearly three hundred miles to the westward, a
fertile spot of ground sufficiently large to produce .n* necessa¬
ry quantity of grain, or pasturage enough to all<'**.i$i»
temporary repose to the emigrants. On their recent p. ,

they had l»een able to obtain, at very high prices, and jM in¬
sufficient quantity, only such assistance as could Iw"'1''"
by a small ami remote trading post.and that a frtrelgtl one
which, in the supply of its own wants, ^ad necessarily
around H some of the resources of civilisation, but which ob¬
tained nearly all its supplies from the distant depot of Vancou¬
ver, by « difficult water carriage of 260 mil®* nP °
bia river, and a land carriage by peck hot** of #W mnes.
An American military imet sufficiently strong to IP*
mad a perfect security against the InAmn
settled in locality, and very uruxrtmin in their disposition, a

which, with the necessa ry fccilitiea for the repaw of tfceir equ«p-
age. would 1* able to afford them relief in stocl «nd grain
from the produce of the port, would he of « .

,to the emigration. WrXTprtst (and «JI Mhers wfcMmay be
established on the line to Oregon) would naturally form the
nucleui of * settlement, at which supplies and repose would

be obtained by t|* fl*Ufrant, or trading caravans, whidi to* *hereafter traverse Ihtw elevated, and, in many placets deso¬late aotl inhoapitable region*."
From Fori Hal! tlie expedition travelled, prioripally along the banks of Lewis's river, a distant?* of612 miles, to *' Fort Nez Perce," a trading esta¬blishment of the Hudaon Bay Company, ere Urd »few hundred yarda above the junction of the W».lahwala with the Columbia river, which they it ach¬ed ou October 25th. On the 17th of October, viicudeviating from the course of the river to at >id adetour to tlie north, which it makes at Fort Matte,the travellers reached the valley of the Grand Rc »<J~
"One of tbe few place*," say* Capt. Fremont, "

have seen in our journey so far, where a farmer would itati^htto establish himself, if tie were content to live in the set hmduwhich it impives. It is about 20 mile* in diameter, anl ruav
iu time form a superb county." In this neighborhood tlie
trees grow to an immenae size ; the party met " with (>uir<iap|>areuUy 200 feet high, and 3 to 7 ieet in diameter." 44 linn awhite apruce* were 12 feet in circumference, and one of the
larches ten ; eight feet being the average of thoae measuredalong U»e road. Their height appeared to be from 100 to
180, or perhapa 200 feet, and the trunk* of the larchea were
sometimes 100 feet without a limb, but the white aprmv *
were generally covered with branches, nearly to the root. All
tliese trees have their branches, particularly the lower lines',declining.*'

About nine miles above the Nez Perce fort is the
junction of the two great forks of the Columbia; the
expedition did not go up to the junction oetng
pressed for time.

«« from the South Pssa to thia place Is about 1,000 mile*; >
and aa it ia about the aarne distance from that pww to tbe Mi
aouri river at the mouth of the Kansas, it may be aasuin. d
that 2,000 miles ia the tuxewury laud travel in crauaing lr< m
the United States to the Pacific Oqeau on this line.

Captain Fremont proceeded by the river in a ,

large canoe, from the Methodist Missionary e ab-
lishment below the falls of the Columbia, to art
runcouver, which he reached about ftiidnigl >u
the fltfi of November. This was the farthest v. < t-
ward point of the outward bound journey, b ng,
by the route of the expedition, 2,766 miles 'run
Kansas, on the western frontier of the Stat of
Missouri.
"In the morning, (sayaCapt.F.) the first object that att i'

my attention was the barque Columbia, lying at anchor ne r

bnding. 8he waa about to start on her voyage to En£ »0,
ami was now ready for sea, being detained only in waitiu r; '¦

arrival of the express batteaus, which descend the Col
and Ha north fork with the overland mail from Canad i

Hudson's bay, which bad been delayed beyond their uix -

time. I immediately waited upon Dr. McLaughlin, th» exe
cative officer of the Hudson Bay Company in the territory
west of the Rocky Mountains, who received me with the -out

teay and hospitality for which he has been eminenUy distin¬
guished, and which makes a forcible and delightful impression
op a traveller'from the long wilderness from which we t»a«'
issued. I was immediately supplied by him with the nct*b-

sary stores and provisions to refit and support my party iri oui

contemplated winter journey to-the 8tatea; and also with a

Mackinaw boat and canoes, manned with Canadian and lro
uuois voyageurs and Indiana, for their transportation to ibe
Dalles of the Columbia. In addition to this efficient k» >

in furnishing meWidi these necessary supplies, 1 receiver Irom
him a warm and gratifying sympathy in the suffering v>hich
his great experience led him to anticipete-for us in our r >me
ward journey, and a letter of recommendation end crei'u ft*
any officers of the Hudson Bay Company into,whose pa ' w«>

might be driven by unexpected misfortune.
" Of course the future supplies for my party were pai.i for,

bills on the Government of the United States being rrad.Iy
taken ; but every hospitable attention was extended to nu, ind
I accepted an invitation to take a room in the fort, 4 wl to
make viysilf at home while I ttait/.'

.«I found many American emigrants at the fort; other - had
already crossed the river into their land of promise.the Wal
ahmette valley. Others were daily arriving, and all of theui
had been furnished with shelter, so far as it could be afforded
by tbe buildings connected with the establiahment. Neccawwy
clothing and provisions (the latter to be afterward* reti.
in kind from the produce of their labor) were also fumUnfd.
Thi« frieadly assistance was of very great valoe to the «mi¬

grants, whoee families were otherwise exposed to mucl
feriug in tbe winter rains, which had now commenced, r

atone time that they were in want of all the common ne»
ries of life. Those who had taken a water conveyance t tr«>
Nez Perce fort continued to arrive safely, with no other
dent than has be^n already mentioned. The party whicl '¦ >¦'
passed over the Cencode mountains were repotted to havi «-i

a number of. their animals, and those who had driven neir
stock down the Columbia had brought them aafely in. ;
found for them a ready and very profitable market, and re
already proposing to return to the States in die spring to «r-
other supply.

.«In the apace of two days our preparations bad been ecn.

plcted, and we were ready to set out on our return. It vouH
have Nan very gratifying to have gone down to the Pa*
and, aelely in the interest and in the love of geograpb , to
have seen tbe ocean on the western as well as on tbe es^rt.
aide of the continent, wo aa to give a satisfactory complet-news
to the geographical picture which had been formed in oor
minds ; but the rainy, season had now regularly set in,
the air waa filled with fogs and rain, which left no beat'v m
any scenery, and obstructed observations. The object o y
instruction* had been entirely fulfilled in having connected r

reconnoixeance with the aurveys of Captain Wilkes; ai»
though it would have been agreeable and aatisfoctory to t in¬

nate here also our ruder astronomical obeelvaUone, 1 wajfor such a reason, justified to make a delay in waiting I * I »
vorable weather."

Capt. F. left Fort Vancouver, on his homeward
journey, on the 16th of November, and arrive-
the Dalles of the Columbia, a distance of ni:
miles, on the 18th.
"The camp was now occupied" (continue* the narr.

.. in making the necesaary preparations for our boro«
journey, which, though homeward, contemplated a new
and a great circuit to the south and southeast, and the e:
ration of (he Great Basin between the Rocky mountain* *'.<*
the Sierra Nrvada. Three principal objects were indi<*
by rejiort or by map*, aa being on thia route \ the charai»
existence of which I wished to ascertain, and which I s
ed as landmarks, or leading points, on tbe projected li
return. The first of these points was the Tlamath lak
the tableland between the head of Fall river, which come* .>

the Columbia, and the 8acramento, which goes to the bay
San Francisco, and from which lake a river of the same »ei *

makes it way westwaidly direct to the ocean. This lake ai>'

river are often celled Klamet, but I luive chosen to write it
name according to the Indian pronunciation.
..Tbe position of this lake, on the Hne of inland coron..mi

ration between Oregon and Califomis ; its proximity to the o.

(narration boundary of latitude 42°« its imputed double char¬
acter of lake, or meadow, according to the season of the vi ar,
and tbe bo#tie and warlike character attributed to the Indiana
about it.all made it a desirable object to visit and exaumir.
From this lake our course was intended to be about *outh« »st,
to a reported lake called Mary's, at some days' journey in 'N-'
Great Bam* and thence, sUll on southeast, to the repi te«l
Buenaventura river, which has had a place in so many O'l'ps
and countenanced the belief of the existence of a great nrer

flowing from the Rockv Mountoins to the bay of San T -i.-

cisco. From the Buenaventura the next point waa mtenj. .1
to be in that section of the Reeky Mountains which inclixk s

tbe heads of Arkanass river, and of the opposite waters ot the
Califbrnian gulf < and thence down the Arkansas to Bent p lor,
and home.

fThis was our projected line of ratom.a great part
alisolutely new to geographieal, botanical, and geotori
science.and the subject of report* in relation to Wies,
deserts, and savages hardly above the condition of msre

animals, which inflamed de-ire to know what this terr ««.

capita reslly confined. It was a «noua enterprise, a the
commencement of winter, to undertake the to^verae of .nt h
a region, and with a party oonsiad^oly of tw^ty-fi^ ^r
eons, and they of many natjoro.American, Fran'b,
man, Canadian, Indian, «k1 cotored-and s^-t of them
vminir severs I »>eing under twenty-one years of age
knrw thit. wnj. «" » ^and hardships to be encounterrd t but no one btenrhed '

urosnect On the contrary, courage and confidence arm

KrThole party. Cheerfiilne-, remline^ mibordm,, to.-

nmmnt obedtnice, characterised aB ; nor .lid any extrem -vEril Eml l^ivation to which we were aftejwanla expoae.B2», or derogate from, t|»e fine spirit of this brave and grner
commencement.
With ihi* highi auilf from the result, most truly-

deserved compliment to the character of the V i <1

men who formed the body of the expedition, " i«>

this development of the objects contcmpia^ '.>
their commander nn their return journey, we ntu«

close this present article.-reserving 'be si g
incidents of that homewartl but defwu«

^some general comments upott tb« enl1 1
and its results for a future day*

mn While a son of Erin was employedP*orrr*ai.« ^"^J^nsh on Werlnesday ^ hnin excavating » cettar to
^ h (w,bloons, which were

UPT1 ? rfenJsto?there for safe keeping by thesupposed to^bW |d tKat Am^\y afvr the

.»> .»»«.«»"¦" - -¦

thing has been heard of him.


